
Austin M. Gleeson Endowed Excellence Fund 
for Physics Outreach 

Friends, former students, and colleagues of Professor Austin Gleeson have joined 
together to establish the Austin M. Gleeson Endowed Excellence Fund for Physics 
Outreach. This endowment will celebrate Dr. Gleeson’s lifelong commitment to teaching 
and service to others, especially his passion for sharing the wonder and fun of Physics 
with Elementary School students in the broader Austin community. Dr. Gleeson’s 
dedication to teaching and education have been recognized repeatedly throughout his 5 
decades at UT; he is the recipient of the Jean Holloway Award for Excellence in Teaching, 
The Chad Oliver Award for Teaching Excellence, the President’s Associates Teaching 
Excellence Award, and the Amoco Outstanding Teaching Award, as well as a Professor 
of the Year award from the Council for the Advancement and Support of Education. This 
endowment will support, in perpetuity, the Department of Physics at the University of Texas at 
Austin. The Department of Physics has set a goal of raising $500,000 in gifts and pledges for 
the Austin Gleeson Endowment; all pledges in support of this goal may be paid over a five-year 
window.

Funds distributed annually from the Austin M. Gleeson Endowed Excellence Fund for Physics 
Outreach will be used to support the student leaders and performers of the Physics Circus 
outreach program, which provides free performances of dynamic experiments for over 
3,000 Austin-area elementary and middle school students a year.  Dr. Gleeson has led the 
revival of the Physics Circus and served as faculty advisor for the program since 2005, and 
this Endowment will honor Dr. Gleeson’s legacy of service to the Physics Circus, its student 
performer-educators, and children of all ages across Austin. 

A group of friends and former students have pledged to match the first $205,000 in gifts to 
Austin M. Gleeson Endowed Excellence Fund for Physics Outreach dollar-for-dollar. In light of 
this extraordinary opportunity the Department of Physics and College of Natural Sciences 
look to the former students, friends, and colleagues of Dr. Gleeson to support this initiative. 

Learn more about this opportunity, download a pledge form, or make your gift online at 
cns.utexas.edu/gleeson-endowed-excellence-fund

Questions? Please call JJ Mack at 512-232-1870 or email jjmack@austin.utexas.edu.

“Austin Gleeson is 

one of the greatest 

people to work with, 

and to have as a 

friend: because 

he really felt l ike a 

friend. As a student, 

you could walk into 

his office and even 

though he was Chair 

of the Department 

he’d always have 

time for you. I  can’t 

think of anyone 

who deserves this 

recognition more.” 

fred bacon, M.A., 

‘96 Physics

Dr. Austin Gleeson
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My Pledge to the Austin M. Gleeson Endowed Excellence Fund for Physics Outreach 
(please check the level you wish to support including corporate matching gift credit)

  $500	  $1,000	   $2,500	  $5,000	  $10,000	  $15,000	  $25,000	  Other:

I will make this gift over a period of:  	  1 year	  2 years	  3 years	  4 years	  5 years  
Make your gift online at:
 txsci.net/GleesonFund

Please remind me about my pledge:     Annually in the month of     Other 	

  I have enclosed a check in the amount of: $

  MasterCard/VISA#: (If preferred)  Exp. Date: 

  I am interested in making a gift of stock.  Please contact me with instructions.

  I am interested in including the Austin M. Gleeson Endowed Excellence Fund for Physics Outreach in my Estate Plans. Please 
send me information. (Documented bequest intentions count towards this fundraising effort)

My company has a Corporate Matching Gift Program:   Yes 	  No

Name of Company:

I have enclosed my matching gift form:   Yes 	   No, I will send it in

Please make your tax-deductible gift payable to “The University of Texas at Austin” and include this page for proper gift processing and tax receipt.
Please mail, fax or PDF this form to: 	 College of Natural Sciences		  Phone: 512-232-1870					   
				    Attn: JJ Mack			   Fax: 512-232-1045
				    120 Inner Campus Drive, G2500	 Email: jjmack@austin.utexas.edu
				    Austin, TX 78712

Dr. Austin Gleeson


